•     VIENNA
the monarch of one mighty Empire against another, because he felt himself looked down upon by his English uncle. "When we see him, every whit as pessimistically as his ally in Vienna, beginning an undertaking from which one single 'Wo" could have saved him, we cannot but ask whatampelled him at last to venture it, in spite of all, against his better judgment: hate of England or fear of his Generals ?
Bethmann's urgent command to secure acceptance of England's proposals reaches the German Ambassador in Vienna. Immediately, and even before the Berlin Generals can countermand it, the Ambassador invites himself to lunch with Count Berchtold. It is a question of hours, the destiny of Europe is at stake, and yet his dandiacal host insists that the Ambassador shall not present his message "until they have left the table" \ for gentlemen of this type never lose their appetites. Count Forgach, also present, makes notes. Berchtold stands "pale and silent" \ he sees his indispensable war endangered at the very last moment I "What is the next thing to be done?" he asks himself. Why, change his clothes 1 For he wants to drive to the Emperor. Meanwhile, the German makes a last appeal to the conscience of the other Count. Forgach, on the contrary, is in favour of a general mobilisation, for which Conrad proposes to get the Emperor's consent that evening. Berchtold is "swayed this way and that by the most various influences." Tisza is quoted. Unfortunately it is no longer possible to refuse altogether, so—but not until the next day—they agree, under the pressure from Berlin, to answer in set terms with a purely formal acceptance of Grey's mediation. They agree to "approach" the English proposals, letting the Serbian campaign, however, proceed meanwhile.
Even that was late, but Count Berchtold held back this morsel of a consent until it could do no harm. In Berlin the British Ambassador asked repeatedly and
H7by a remark which he made during these days to Conrad von Ho*tzendorf: "If the Monarchy is & go % Ml mw^.at least it shall go like a gentleman"
